Medals of Recognition for Children Experiencing 
Unaccompanied Tours 


To recognize the sacrifice that children make while their parent is serving a high-risk unaccompanied 
tour, the Department of State's Family Liaison Office distributes Medals and Certificates of Recognition 
to children ages 0-21. All Foreign Affairs Agency (Department of State, Commerce, Agriculture, USAID, 
and the Broadcasting Board of Governors) employees serving Permanent Change of Station or long-term 
TDY assignments at the posts designated "unaccompanied" or "limited accompanied" are invited to 
participate. Eligible Foreign Service, Civil Service, and LE Staff employees are encouraged to submit 
nominations. Please disseminate this cable as widely as possible at your post, including to those who 
may be on R&R. If you would like for your child to receive a medal of recognition please follow the 
instructions below. FLO is happy to honor requests year round and encourages parents to nominate a 
child when the employee is ending the unaccompanied tour. 

In order to participate in this project, please request the nomination form at FLOaskUT@state.gov 
Complete a separate form for each child 0-21 (if you have a child who turned 22 during your 
Unaccompanied Tour, please include him/her). You will receive an e-mail within 5 working days to 
confirm your request. A second e-mail will be sent when the award is placed in the mail. Actual delivery 
times vary due to mailing schedules and request times. Most awards arrive within 4 -6 weeks although 
some may take longer. 

Medals and Certificates of Recognition distributed to these children publicly recognize and increase 
awareness of the sacrifices made by the families of those serving at unaccompanied posts. 
Parents/guardians might want to ask the Principal of their child's school, a Scout leader or other 
community figure, or senior post management to present the medals and certificates. We encourage 
posts to participate in the presentation of the medals to children. 

All of us at the Department recognize the great contribution you and your families are making to achieve 
the mission and goals of the Foreign Service, and the burdens and stresses this places on your children in 
particular. We hope the presentation of the Medals and Certificates of Recognition will in some small 
way let them know their sacrifice is appreciated and reaffirm the proud tradition of the Foreign Service. 

Questions should be directed to FLO's Unaccompanied Tours Team at FLOaskUT@state.gov or (202) 
647-1076. Visit FLO's Unaccompanied Tour internet page to learn more about information, programs, 
and resources for unaccompanied tour employees and their family members: 
www.state.gov/m/dghr/flo/cl4521.htm 
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